
 
The Federal Way Community Caregiving Network is an all volunteer, 

non-profit  organization with a 501(c)(3) status.  All donations are tax 
deductible, and when you donate, you are doing a great service to  

                                               those in need in our community.   
 

93% of revenue is spent on direct services. 
 

There is a need for volunteers in the areas of Emergency Services, Community 
Suppers, SOS (Supper Outreach Services), grant writing and organizing.  If you are 

interested in becoming a volunteer or would like more information about the  
FWCCN, call Doug Johnson at  253-670-5944. 

 
PLEASE SEND YOUR DONATION TO: 

Federal Way Community Caregiving Network 
P.O. Box 4717 

Federal Way, WA 98063 
*Our Tax ID number is 94-3105476 

 

 
Help us go GREEN!  Receive our newsletter by email.  

P.O. Box 4717 
Auburn, WA  98063 
Giving Hope — Improving Lives 

       
 
 
 
       
 
 
 

 
 
 

“The charity that is a trifle to us can be precious to others.”  ~ Homer 

Volunteering & Making a Donation 

 

 

as The Federal Way Commu-
nity Caregiving Network.     
In addition, we are always 
happy to receive contribu-
tions of food, clothing and 
other supplies.  
 
Lastly, praying is one of the 
easiest and most positive 
ways you can help the home-
less and destitute. Because of 
the harshness of their lives, 
many homeless people are 
crushed in spirit. But Psalm 
34:17-18 says, "The righteous 
cry out, and the Lord hears 
them; he delivers them from all 
their troubles. The Lord is close 
to the broken-hearted and saves 
those who are crushed in 
spirit.” (NIV) God can use 
your prayers to bring deliver-
ance and healing to broken 
lives. 
 
Yes, December is a month 
for reflection, but it’s also a 
time to look to the future 
with plans to start anew in 
2013.   
 
Blessings and Merry Christ-
mas to you and yours from all 
of us with the Federal Way 
Community Caregiving Net-
work.  May your hearts be 
filled with the joy of a warm 
and peaceful holiday season 
and very Happy New Year! 
                 ~ Submitted by  
             Maureen Johnson 

 

December   
A Time for Reflection 

In this month of reflection, 
we once again find ourselves 
wishing for peace on earth 
and goodwill toward every-
one. December is also the 
month of gift-giving, an exten-
sion of love to family and 
friends.  By remembering 
what is good, true and beauti-
ful within the human spirit, 
we make “holy the days” — 
(holidays).   
 
You may be asking yourself 
how you can help the home-
less and less fortunate in this 
season of giving.  

While saving the planet is 
important and protecting 
animal rights is certainly a 
worthy cause, the most 
meaningful gifts during the 
Christmas season, especially 
during an economic crisis, are 
best directed toward people 
and families in need. Consider 
brightening an otherwise 
dreary holiday for many.  
Here are a few ways you can 
help. 

One way, is to become a 
volunteer.  As a volunteer, 
you will learn from those 
who are already making a 
difference — they will help 

and guide you.  Our organiza-
tion is always looking for and 
very appreciative of volun-
teers. 
 
Something else you can do to 
help the less fortunate or 
homeless is to show re-
spect.   As you look into 
their eyes, talk to them with 
genuine interest, and recog-
nize their value as an individ-
ual.  You will give them a 
sense of dignity that they 
rarely experience.  
 
Giving is another great way 
to help.  However, it’s best 
not to give money directly to 
the homeless. Cash gifts are 
often used to buy drugs and 
alcohol. Instead, make your 
donations to a well-known, 
reputable organization such 
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“Souper” Supper 2012  
Warms Hearts & Souls 

                                                                             ~ Submitted by Linda Murphy 
 
The pictures tell the story.  The Federal Way Community Caregiving Network’s 13th 
Annual “Souper Supper” fundraising event was a big success!  
 
We wish to extend our gratitude to the following for 
their donations that made this event possible.  Deli-
cious and hearty soups were donated by Billy 
McHale’s, Browns Point Diner, Café Pacific Catering, 
Kevin Crossen (South County Fire and Rescue), Harry’s 
Fresh Foods, Marlene’s Market & Deli, Joe Martinez, 
Olive Garden Italian Restaurant, Outback Steakhouse, 
Peking Wok Sungs, Nicole Potts (Lakeside Grill), Poverty 
Bay Coffee Company and Three Chicks Catering.  There 
were also rolls from Jimmy Mac’s Roadhouse, coffee from Starbuck’s (Twin Lakes), 
decorations from Federal Way Community Gardens and Scholz Pumpkin Palace, and 
utensils and paper products from Cash & Carry.  We are also grateful to Café Pacific 
for providing the coffee carafes, Jim Brebner of Sir Speedy in Tacoma for his printing 
services, Steel Lake Presbyterian Church and all of the volunteers that make this event 
such a fun and successful one for the past 13 years. 

 
The program was inspirational and enriching, with 
Carol Stanley as Mistress of Ceremonies. Rev. Esther 
Poirier, Rector, Church of the Good Shepherd, gave 
the blessing.  This was followed by Doug Johnson, 
FWCCN President, and Linda Kochmar, Federal 
Way City Council and newly elected Dist. 30 State 
Rep., who shared some special thoughts with our 
guests.  Pastor Joe Bowman, Integrity Life Church, 

and Pastor Dan Larson, Family Life Christian Church, were also very instrumental in 
helping make this fundraiser one our best in total donations. 
 
Our special guest, Crystal Rodrigues, shown in the 
picture to the right with her son, gave a very sin-
cere and heartfelt presentation about the help that 
she received through the FWCCN Emergency Ser-
vices Rental Assistance Program. The assistance 
helped her get through a very tough time and  re-
tain her housing while seeking employment.  She 
has now found a job which is helping to stabilize 
her family situation, and hopes it will lead to even 
better employment in the future.  Great job Crystal — we love success stories! 
Thank you so much for your participation at this year’s “Souper Supper!” 

 
The evening wrapped up with our spectacu-
lar raffle!  Due to the generosity of so many, 
there were over 50 raffle items and many 
people went home with some very nice 
things!  One family actually won 2 (or was  
it 3) rounds of golf! 
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Community Supper 
Locations 

 
STEEL LAKE PRESBYTERIAN 

1839 S. 308th St. 
Mondays 4:30—5:30pm 

 
CALVARY LUTHERAN 
2415 S. 320th St. 

Thursdays 5:00—6:00pm 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD 
& ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

Community Meal at 
GOOD SHEPHERD EPISCOPAL 

345 S. 312th St. 
Saturdays 1:30—2:30pm 

 

Emergency Services 
 

Emergency Services  
provides funds for rental 
help, limited motel stays, 

gasoline vouchers, bus tick-
ets and/or a bag of food. 

 
Clients come to our  
“walk-in” facility at  

GOOD SHEPHERD EPISCOPAL 
Tuesdays & Fridays  

10:00—11:00am 

“Thank You” to 
Our Participating 

Churches 

Christmas Gift  
Suggestions 

 

To your enemy, forgiveness 
To an opponent, tolerance 

To a friend, your heart 
To a customer, service 

To every child, a good example 
To yourself, respect 

 
~ Oren Arnold  ~  
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       Bill Michaud   It’s a joy to honor someone as special as Bill Michaud.  Bill has been providing great meals for over 
13 years at Steel Lake Community Supper at Steel Lake Presbyterian Church.  As a member of Saint 
Theresa's Knights of Columbus, he volunteers and supports many non-profits in our community.  Bill 
has cooked all his life, including his service to our country while in the army.  The problems of the 
world, or even your community, might seem gigantic.  Unfortunately, they often are.  You might 
even feel like there's no point trying to do anything.  Honestly, how can one person really make a 
dent in everything that needs to be done out there?   Well, think about standing in a completely 
dark room with no lamps or light switches.  You light a candle, and suddenly there's a little light, and 
the darkness doesn't seem quite as bad.  Then, slowly, people join you, until there are a hundred 
people with a hundred candles.  Now the room is bright and the darkness is gone!  Volunteering is 
like this.  One single person, like one candle, can make a difference.  If a whole bunch of "ones" 
gather together to work on the same problem, they can make it better or even go away.  Every per-
son is important, and every person can do some good. Like Bill Michaud and you! 

 

A Very Special School Bag                             ~ Submitted by Linda Murphy 

It was one of those ordi-
nary days at the FWCCN 
Emergency Services Pro-
gram location at the 
Church of the Good Shep-
herd, open on Tuesday 
and Friday mornings from 
10-11am.   
 
As one of the mothers 
who had come for assis-
tance was leaving with her 
little girl, they walked by 
the portable (space gener-
ously loaned to FWCCN 
by Good Shepherd).   
 

When the little girl saw the portable, she thought it was a 
school! And, most probably,  HER school!  As a 3 year old, it 
would seem understandable that the “portable” would look like a 
school.  Well, the little 3-year-old began tugging on her mom’s 
hand and saying “I want to go to school!”  Mom tried to coax 
her to come along but she kept resisting.  And when the tears 
began to flow, mom brought her into the portable.   

Pat Raine (in the picture) is a volunteer interviewer with the 
Emergency Services Program.  While trying to comfort the sad 
child, Pat found a little school bag amongst some extra items in 
the portable and gave it to the little girl and her smile lit up the 
room. 
 
 Pat said to the child, “you can 
use this bag when you go to 
school.”  When she heard that, 
she felt much better.  She dried 
her tears and, glancing back at 
Pat with a happy smile, went 
on her way.   When she re-
turned with her mom a few weeks later, she was very happy to 
see us.  
 
Each week there are anywhere from 25 to over 50 people who 
come the Emergency Services location, including many chil-
dren.   The Emergency Services program is there to help people 
with rent, shelter, gas, bus tickets, food, referral information, 
clothing and hygiene products, as well as the opportunity to be 
with and meet people or just have someone who will listen.  But 
sometimes it just takes “ a new school bag” to wipe away the 
tears and bring a little happiness. 

 

There's More to Christmas... 
 

There's more, much more to Christmas 
Than candle-light and cheer; 

It's the spirit of sweet friendship 
That brightens all the year; 

It's thoughtfulness and kindness, 
It's hope reborn again, 

For peace, for understanding 
And for goodwill to men! 

 

HONORING A SPECIAL VOLUNTEER! 
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